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FR.
JAREK
Looks Forward to Continuing to
Serve Our Faith Community
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This past May, we welcomed Fr. Jarek into our parish `ohana

n May, our parish `ohana welcomed
Fr. Jaroslaw Skrzypek — better
known as Fr. Jarek — as our parochial
vicar. Originally from Poland, Fr. Jarek
has followed God’s calling all the way
to Hawai'i, and he is looking forward
to working alongside parishioners to
make the parish and the local community the best it can be.
Fr. Jarek was born in Poland in
1976, while the country was under
communist rule. His father worked for
the government as a police chief, so to
avoid losing his job, Fr. Jarek’s mother
had to take charge of her two sons’ religious upbringing. Fr. Jarek received
all his sacraments at different Catholic
churches so that it was more difficult to
track the family’s religious activities,
and his father was even questioned by
continued on page 2
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the government because of their family’s affiliation
with the Church.
“After the communist regime failed, my dad and
mom officially returned to practicing the faith and
were very active Catholics — they were both very
supportive of our parish,” Fr. Jarek says. “I can’t separate my upbringing from the communist regime because that was just part of it — but once the regime
had fallen, we could practice the faith more openly,
and no one was checking and reporting our activities to the government anymore.”
As a child, Fr. Jarek suffered from severe allergies and would receive injections as treatment from
local nuns. Since he spent so much time with them,
the nuns also played an important role in his spiritual upbringing. He first felt called to the priesthood
at the age of 9 — although he didn’t recognize it as
such at the time — and he attributes that in part to
his friendship with the nuns.
“I would visit them every day because of the
shots, and we would talk about God," Fr. Jarek says.
"They introduced me to things like meditation and
mental prayer. Shortly before I turned 9, I realized
that God was calling me to something different. I
couldn’t yet understand in what capacity, but I knew
that God wanted something different for my life. I
always say that God closes a window and opens another door, so this situation with my allergies turned
out to be something really good for me.”
When Fr. Jarek received the Sacrament of Confirmation in the seventh grade, he once again felt a calling more specifically to the priesthood. He confided
in his cousin, a seminarian at the time, who then
encouraged Fr. Jarek to finish school and take more
time to discern his calling. While he was in high
school, Fr. Jarek was able to build relationships with
priests outside his parish and discovered his devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. Every Friday of his four years of high
school, he traveled to the Basilica of the Sacred Heart
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Fr. Jarek looks forward to working alongside parishioners to help our
parish and local community be the best it can be.

of Jesus in Krakow for the First Friday devotion and
overnight adoration.
Throughout all this, he continued to feel that God
was calling him to be a priest, and more specifically,
to be a missionary priest. In 1995, at the age of 19,
after graduating from high school, Fr. Jarek entered
the seminary at the Missionaries of Our Lady of La
Salette in Poland. While he originally planned to go
to France with the Missionaries, plans changed and
he was sent to the United States instead.
“I didn’t feel like I was called to the U.S., but I
trusted God,” he says. “When I first came to the U.S.
continued on page 3
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I lived in Boston, where I learned English, and then
went to St. Louis. After talking with my spiritual director, I decided to separate from the Missionaries and
joined the diocese. I continued my studies in Indiana,
and was ordained on May 20, 2004.”
After Fr. Jarek’s ordination, he was assigned to
various parishes in the south of Missouri. While serving the people there, he also got permission from his
bishop to study canon law. As a canon lawyer, he has
served as an advocate during the marriage process, a
defender of the bond of marriage, and a canonical adviser for a religious institute in Kentucky. He also has
participated in various canon law conferences in the
United States and is a member of the Canon Law Society of America, the Canon Law Society of Australia and
New Zealand, and the Canadian Canon Law Society.
In Missouri, Fr. Jarek worked mostly with the Hispanic communities at bilingual parishes and taught
himself Spanish by watching the news and telenovelas.
In 2006, he requested to travel to Guadalajara, Mexico
for three weeks to improve his Spanish and experience
Latin culture.
“On my last week, I met Fr. Lio, who had come to
study Spanish for a couple of months,” Fr. Jarek says.
“From that moment, we became best friends, and have
known each other for 17 years now. At the beginning
of this year, he reached out to me and asked if I would
be available to come and help out with the Spanishspeaking community at St. Michael. After a conversation with my bishop at the time and an interview with
Bishop Larry, I was accepted to come to St. Michael. I
got here on May 6, and I’ve been the Parochial Vicar
ever since.

“I’m helping Fr. Lio with both the English and
Spanish-speaking communities, but am mostly focusing on the Hispanic Ministry,” he adds. “I’m trying to
be here for the immigrants that come to this country, so
that they know that there is someone here who understands them, because I’m an immigrant, too. I am here
to walk with them, help them understand, and help
them take ownership in the parish. I also love working
with the Hispanic community because their culture reminds me a bit of Polish culture — we have a lot of
common ground.”
Throughout his first three months at St. Michael,
Fr. Jarek has been able to see the strong bonds that run
through the parish community.
“It’s an amazing community,” he says. “I’ve met
all kinds of people at the parish from all different ethnic communities, and I have been totally moved by
the entire community’s kindness, generosity, cultures,
and traditions. The parish is filled with so many people willing to share their time, talent, and treasure —
when something needs to be done, they are there. It’s
all volunteer work and we are truly blessed to have
them here. I really think this is all a result of good leadership — Fr. Lio is a wonderful leader, and you can see
his love for the parish.
“I believe in the ministry of presence,” he adds.
“I just want to be there for our parishioners and meet
their needs, so that they can meet Christ through the
Word and the sacraments, and later on share their love
for Christ and His Church. I’ve received the wonderful
gift of the priesthood and I don’t want to take that for
granted — I want to share that with the St. Michael
community.”

“I believe in the ministry of presence. I just want to be there for our parishioners
and meet their needs, so that they can meet Christ through the Word and the
sacraments, and later on share their love for Christ and His Church. I’ve received
the wonderful gift of the priesthood and I don’t want to take that for granted — I
want to share that with the St. Michael community.” — Fr. Jarek
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Celebrating the Sacraments:

We extend our heartfelt
congratulations to all our
St. Michael youth who have
received the Sacraments
of First Communion and
Confirmation this year.

4

First

Communion and Confirmation
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The Food Pantry:

Kaukau for the Hungry and Sharing God's ALOHA

F

eeding the hungry is one of the Corporal Works of
Mercy Jesus taught us to live out in service to others
as His intentional disciples. The St. Michael Food Pantry
is one way we live this out, right here in our local community. Especially during this time of COVID-19, more
people than ever have had difficulty feeding themselves
and making ends meet. The Food Pantry was able to
stay open throughout the pandemic and has been able
to continue as a force for good for those in need.
“The Food Pantry has dual missions — to provide
love and nourishment for those in need, and to offer parishioners an opportunity to practice their faith,” says
Bill Culhane, who coordinates the ministry along with
his wife, Cindy. “St. Michael volunteers know that we
need to do more than provide nutritional support for
those who need it. We strive to show them God’s love
through our attitude and friendliness. In addition to
the time and effort our volunteers put in, we couldn’t
thrive without the prayers and donations of the parish
at large.”
The Food Pantry is located at one of our parish’s
mission churches, Immaculate Conception in Hōlualoa,
and has been operating for over 30 years. This ministry
receives a tremendous amount of support from the parish to be able to provide both shelf-stable and fresh food
items for recipients.
In addition to Fr. Lio and the parish staff, this support has included our Sharing Garden, which harvests
hundreds of pounds of fresh produce for each distribution; Stan and Cookie Ha’aino of the Building Repair
and Maintenance Ministry, who renovated Immaculate
Conception Hall; the Knights of Columbus, who have
provided financial support and made bi-monthly trips
to Hilo for much of the year to bring back USDA Farms
to Family food; and Thelma Bacxa, who coordinates the
Diaper Ministry, which distributes diapers to families
during the food distributions.
“We also coordinate with Family Support Hawai'i,"
Bill says. "Their employees often select the clients most
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

in need and pick up food from our distributions, which they deliver
to the households.”
The ministry provides three different sizes of food packages to
best fit different household sizes. Each package includes rice, Spam,
tuna, Vienna sausage, pasta and sauce, macaroni and cheese, ramen,
soup, corn, green beans, canned fruit, peanut butter (on the first distribution of the month only), drinks, and snacks. The packages also
include miscellaneous donated food items and produce from the
Sharing Garden and parishioners’ home gardens are bagged separately.
“Our community is diverse and we serve many different cultures,” Bill says. “We try to provide a healthy package that meets
everyone’s needs.”
The Food Pantry holds distributions on the second and fourth
Saturday mornings of each month. Before the pandemic, recipients
would park and gather before the food distribution, and participate
in prayer together before distribution. With the onset of COVID-19,
the ministry had to make several protocol changes. Recipients are
now to stay in their cars and drive through a u-shaped course, stopping to allow volunteers to place bags of food into their trunks or
back seats; and at the request of the diocese, the ministry asked that
volunteers over 65 not participate until fully vaccinated. Thankfully,
many younger parishioners were able to fill in for the older volunteers who were unable to participate.
“The good news is that changing our protocol allowed us to keep
serving the community throughout the pandemic," Bill says. "While
virtually all other local pantries were forced to shut down, we never
missed a distribution. Because of increased demand during the pandemic, the parish has conducted a food drive on the last Monday
morning of each month. Support for these drives has been outstanding. In addition, there are baskets at the back of the church during
each weekend Mass where parishioners can drop off food items.”
Food Pantry volunteers also sponsor shopping at the Food Basket on Wednesday mornings, break down 25 to 50 bags of rice into
quart-sized containers every week, and sort incoming food items every Thursday morning.
By sharing God’s love with others through the ministry, Food
Pantry volunteers are also able to feel God’s love while serving. Bill
recalls several memorable moments from his time in the ministry.
continued on back cover
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“I’ll always remember the smile on a boy’s face the week before
Halloween," Bill says. "He was about 5 and eagerly holding a large
pumpkin grown in our Sharing Garden. I’m not sure he had chosen it
for its nutritional value, but I am sure we made him very happy. Another time, a group of young men collected their packages, returned
to their vehicle, and immediately opened some cans and began eating.
Some people express their gratitude with words, others you see in their
actions.
“A recipient once took his package to his car and returned to donate
all the money he had, which was $1," he adds. "We told him it wasn’t
necessary, but he felt the need to monetarily show how grateful he was.
Finally, the many heartfelt 'mahalos' we hear every month from people
who appreciate what we are doing for them are so memorable.”

If you would like more information about the St. Michael Food Pantry,
or to help out, please contact the parish office at 808-326-7771.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. • Sunday: 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. (English), 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. (Spanish)
Daily: Mon-Sat 7 a.m. • Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 5 p.m. • Confessions: Saturday 9 a.m. • Adoration: Wednesdays 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

